
  

The vision behind our 2009/10 concert series was comparatively simple ï to bring MORE musicians from 

MORE countries, playing MORE styles, MORE types of music to MORE venues, for MORE 
people  to hear and see! 

By the end of the programme local residents and visitors will have had the opportunity to hear jazz, bluegrass 
and a variety of traditional music from the Celtic world and the diaspora ï particularly appropriate in the year of 
Homecoming Scotland. 

Musicians from the USA, Ireland, Denmark, Sweden, the Netherlands and France, have been involved with a 
range of musicians from all over Scotland and its islands. 

In 2009 we put on a total of 14 concerts, compared with 5 in 2008  

In 2008 we put on performances in Lochgoilhead and Strachur. In the 2009/10 óHands Across The Seasô 
concert series we will have added in events at Strathlachlan, Dunoon, Kirn, Lochgilphead and Tayvallich. 

The Hands Across the Seas programme was made possible by an investment from the Scottish Arts 
Council Performing Arts Fund.  
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óScotland has a unique culture and 
Lochgoilhead Fiddle Workshop does a 
magnificent job in the promotion of that 
culture. We time our visits wherever 
possible to coincide with the events. The 
mountains, glens and lochs are the body 
of Scotland. Music and Arts is its soul .ô 

Roy Philpotts, Staffordhire 
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Sara -Jane Summers  made a welcome return to 

Lochgoilhead with a new line up, launching her new CD 
óNestaô ï óSarah-Janeôs music is light, accurate and  
exciting.ô 

Bruce MacGregor, Sandy Brechin &  
Brian Ó hEadhra blend some of the finest  

musicianship and singing to come out of Scotland in 

recent years, drawing on a wealth of   tunes and 
songs from the Gaelic and Scots traditions. They were 
also appreciated for their witty and entertaining live  

performance. 

In a rare concert (with 

NO fiddles!), Donald 

Black , the greatest 

ex p on en t  o f  t h e  

harmonica around, gave 

a virtuoso performance. 

óOne of the most  

neglected instruments in 

the folk music world is 

the moothie. That is put 

to right by Donald 

Black.ô 

óA real opportunity to enjoy traditional  

music, and to meet and get to know the  

local community. Big events in major  

conurbations are just too far away. Local 

music for local people has to be the best .ó 

In a different vein Dutch 

jazz fiddler Tim Kliphuis  
and his trio came to Kirn 
and Lochgilphead.  His free-
wheeling versatility and  
often playful lightness of 
touch were underpinned by 
formidable control and  
a t t en t i on  to  d et a i l ,  
enriching the foot -tapping 
accessibility of his music 
with compelling virtuosic 
depth.ô 

Concerts included a wide variety of musicians from Home and Abroad  

. 

The year kicked off in style with a free community  

concert with fifteen students from RSAMD who  

excellently illustrated one of our key phrases we use on 
our web site óTraditional Music with a Modern Faceô 
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The Stairwell Sisters from the USA captured our largest  

audience of the year in the summer, illustrating the local popularity of  
old-time and blue grass music. óTheir gorgeous, modern take on  
Southern on old-time string band music will turn them into the find of 
this yearôs Celtic Connections Festival.ô 

óInspirational.. uplifting.. Happy to spend 

an evening with such a breathtaking 

crew.ô 

óI have never attended an evening like this. 

Fantastic. The feeling of community and 

being part of something is far better than 

any big concert or festival Iôve been to.ô 

Having given locals and tourists opportunities to enjoy 

the Young Traditional Musicians of the Year Finalists 

and RSAMD, it was fun to have an even younger group 

of budding musicians entertain us. The Plockton 

Centre of Excellence  showed us how some of 

our youngsters could progress. 



4 

Mairi Campbell , Scots singer of the 

Year (BBC/Hands Up for Trad Awards) 

joined up with Abby Newton  (cello) 

and Kim Robertson  (harp) from the 

USA. 

Habbadam,  the Danish/Swedish trio fiddle, 

guitar and soprano sax played tunes on and sang 
songs mainly from the small Baltic island of  

Bornholm, an area rich in folk traditions.  

Lochgoilhead hosted a piping concert with young award winners 

Jarlath Henderson  (the only Irish musician to ever win the BBC 

Young Folk Musician of the Year Award) and Ross Ainslie. They were 

joined by Danish duo Michael Graubek & Theis Madsen . 

Helping Other Community Groups  

 

 

 

As well as putting on music for various communities, 

we try, wherever possible, to cooperate with other 
groups so that they can also raise money at our 
events. This year teas, coffees, sandwiches and bars 

have been laid on by various community groups and 
charities. This adds to the fun and atmosphere of our 

events, and also helps them raise much needed 
funds. This year, by linking with us, the Smiddy Trust 
which runs the museum have raised £520, the 

Memorial Hall cleared £180 towards Hall funds, and 
Cairndow Community Child Care took £270 at a 
concert bar. 

Whenever possible we 

have had more than 

one band involved in a 

concert, to give the 

audience a ótasterô of 

different styles of 

music. 

  




